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PREFACE

The Seventh Volume of J. V. Stalin’s Works con-
tains writings and speeches of the year 1925.

In this period the working class and peasantry,
led by the Bolshevik Party, were completing the restora-
tion of the national economy. The Land of Soviets
was passing into the period of socialist industrialisation,
which was the key-note of the Fourteenth Congress of
the Bolshevik Party. In this period the question of the
character and prospects of our country’s development,
of the fate of socialism in the Soviet Union, was already
confronting the Party as a practical question.

In the works: “The Results of the Work of the Four-
teenth Conference of the R.C.P.(B.),” “Questions and
Answers,” “October, Lenin, and the Prospects of Our
Development,” “The Political Report of the Central Com-
mittee to the Fourteenth Congress of the R.C.P.(B.),”
and others, J. V. Stalin gives an all-round substantiation
of the Bolshevik Party’s general line for the victory of
socialism in the U.S.S.R. in the conditions of capital-
ist encirclement, and exposes the defeatist line of the
Trotskyites and Zinovievites, whose aim was to restore
capitalism.

The questions of strengthening the alliance between
the working class and the peasantry, of educating the
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masses of the working people and the youth, and of draw-
ing them into active participation in building a socialist
society are dealt with in the following works: “Dymov-
ka,” “Concerning the Question of the Proletariat and
the Peasantry,” “The Active of the Young Communist
League in the Countryside,” “The Tasks of the Young
Communist League,” “The First All-Union Conference
of Proletarian Students,” “The Political Tasks of the
University of the Peoples of the East,” and in the inter-
view with delegates at the Conference of Agitation and
Propaganda Departments on October 14, 1925, etc.

This volume also contains the following articles and
speeches on the situation and tasks of the Communist
Parties abroad under the conditions of the partial stabili-
sation of capitalism: “The International Situation and
the Tasks of the Communist Parties,” “The Communist
Party of Czechoslovakia,” “The National Question in
Yugoslavia,” “The Prospects of the Communist Party
of Germany and the Question of Bolshevisation,” and
“A Letter to Comrade Me—rt.”

The following are published for the first time:
“Speech at the Plenum of the Central Committee of the
R.C.P.(B.) on January 19, 1925,” “Interview with Dele-
gates at the Conference of Agitation and Propaganda
Departments on October 14, 1925,” letter to the members
of the editorial board of Komsomolskaya Pravda,
and letters to Comrades D—ov, Me—rt and Yerma-
kovsky.

Marx-Engels-Lenin Institute
of the C.C., C.P.S.U.(B.)
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WORKING WOMEN AND PEASANT WOMEN
REMEMBER AND CARRY OUT ILYICH’S
BEHESTS!

A year ago, departing from us, the great leader and
teacher of the working people, our Lenin, bequeathed
to us his behests, indicated the road along which we
must go to the final victory of communism. Carry out
these behests of Ilyich, working women and peasant
women! Bring up your children in the spirit of these
behests!

Comrade Lenin bequeathed to us the behest to
strengthen with all our might the alliance of the work-
ers and peasants. Then strengthen this alliance, working
women and peasant women!

Comrade Lenin taught the toiling people to support
the working class in its struggle against the bourgeoisie,
home and foreign. Remember this behest, working wom-
en and peasant women! Support the rule of the working
class which is building a new life!

Comrade Lenin taught us to hold high the banner of
the Communist Party, the leader of all the oppressed.
Then rally round this Party, working women and peas-
ant women—it is your Party!
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On the anniversary of Ilyich’s death, the Party is-
sues the watchword—more scope for the working women
and peasant women who, with the Party, are building a
new life!

J. Stalin

Written January 5, 1925
Published in the magazine
Rabotnitsa, No. 1,
January 1925



TO THE TEACHERS’ CONGRESS'

The phalanx of school-teachers is one of the most
essential units of the great army of working people in our
country who are building a new life on the basis of so-
cialism.

The path along which the working class is marching
to socialism can lead to victory only if the vast masses
of the toiling peasantry follow this path and march in
step with the working class, only if the working class
exercises unrelaxing leadership of the toiling masses.

The village school-teacher must realise that if there
is no such leadership there can be no proletarian dicta-
torship, and if there is no such dictatorship, our coun-
try cannot be free and independent.

To become one of the links that connect the peasant
masses with the working class—such is the chief task of
the village school-teacher if he really wants to serve the
cause of his people, to serve the cause of its freedom and
independence.

J. Stalin

January 6, 1925

Uchitelskaya Gazeta, No. 2
January 10, 1925



THE TASKS OF THE MAGAZINE
KRASNAYA MOLODYOZH*

In his interview with the members of the editorial board,
Comrade Stalin, dealing with the tasks of the magazine, said:

The chief task the magazine should set itself is to
encourage the proletarian non-Party students to take
an active part in the work of the Soviet Government
and of the Communist Party. The magazine will accom-
plish this only when it becomes a real Soviet students’
magazine. There are still, of course, a number of defects
in the work of higher educational institutions, organs
of the People’s Commissariat of Education, etc. The
students, who know these defects better than anybody
else, should systematically expose and criticise them,
point them out, so that by common effort we may improve
our work. It is therefore necessary, on a wide scale,
to encourage the best of the non-Party proletarian stu-
dents to write for the magazine. The students must feel
that it is their own magazine, a means of facilitating
their work and development.

Referring to the tasks of some of the departments of the mag-
azine, Comrade Stalin pointed out:

The political departments of the magazine should
deal only with the major questions of the work of
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the Party and the Soviet Government. There is no need
to duplicate other magazines. Every organ of the press
in our Union ought to have its own definite place in the
general work. The departments: “Student Life,” “Liter-
ature,” and “Science and Technology,” should be consid-
erably enlarged. Those are the departments in which
the students themselves can take an active part and
show what they can do. It is also necessary to get the
students, as well as lecturers and professors, to elab-
orate various problems in the department: “Reform of
Higher Education.”

If the magazine acts in keeping with the slogan
“closer to the students,” it will be better able to perform
its function and really become the Soviet students’
own organ.

The magazine Krasnaya Molodyozh,
No. 1 (5), January 1925



SPEECH DELIVERED AT A PLENUM
OF THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE
AND THE CENTRAL CONTROL COMMISSION
OF THE R.C.P.(B.)}

January 17, 1925

Comrades, on the instructions of the Secretariat of
the Central Committee I have to give you certain neces-
sary information on matters concerning the discussion
and on the resolutions connected with the discussion.
Unfortunately, we shall have to discuss Trotsky’s ac-
tion in his absence because, as we have been informed
today, he will be unable to attend the plenum owing to
illness.

You know, comrades, that the discussion started with
Trotsky’s action, the publication of his Lessons of Oc-
tober.

The discussion was started by Trotsky. The discus-
sion was forced on the Party.

The Party replied to Trotsky’s action by making two
main charges. Firstly, that Trotsky is trying to revise
Leninism; secondly, that Trotsky is trying to bring about
a radical change in the Party leadership.

Trotsky has not said anything in his own defence
about these charges made by the Party.

It is hard to say why he has not said anything in his
own defence. The usual explanation is that he has
fallen ill and has not been able to say anything in his
own defence. But that is not the Party’s fault, of
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course. It is not the Party’s fault if Trotsky begins to
get a high temperature after every attack he makes upon
the Party.

Now the Central Committee has received a statement
by Trotsky (statement to the Central Committee dated
January 15) to the effect that he has refrained from mak-
ing any pronouncement, that he has not said anything in
his own defence, because he did not want to intensify the
controversy and to aggravate the issue. Of course, one may
or may not think that this explanation is convincing.
I, personally, do not think that it is. Firstly, how long
has Trotsky been aware that his attacks upon the Party
aggravate relations? When, precisely, did he become
aware of this truth? This is not the first attack that
Trotsky has made upon the Party, and it is not the first
time that he is surprised, or regrets, that his attack ag-
gravated relations. Secondly, if he really wants to pre-
vent relations within the Party from deteriorating, why
did he publish his Lessons of October, which was directed
against the leading core of the Party, and was intended to
worsen, to aggravate relations? That is why I think that
Trotsky’s explanation is quite unconvincing.

A few words about Trotsky’s statement to the Cen-
tral Committee of January 15, which I have just men-
tioned, and which has been distributed to the members of
the Central Committee and the Central Control Com-
mission. The first thing that must be observed and taken
note of is Trotsky’s statement that he is willing to take
any post to which the Party appoints him, that he is
willing to submit to any kind of control as far as future
actions on his part are concerned, and that he thinks
it absolutely necessary in the interests of our work that
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he should be removed from the post of Chairman of
the Revolutionary Military Council as speedily as pos-
sible.

All this must, of course, be taken note of.

As regards the substance of the matter, two points
should be noted: concerning “permanent revolution” and
change of the Party leadership. Trotsky says that if at
any time after October he happened on particular occa-
sions to revert to the formula “permanent revolution,” it
was only as something appertaining to the History of
the Party Department, appertaining to the past, and not
with a view to elucidating present political tasks. This
question is important, for it concerns the fundamentals
of Leninist ideology. In my opinion, this statement of
Trotsky’s cannot be taken either as an explanation or
as a justification. There is not even a hint in it that he ad-
mits his mistakes. It is an evasion of the question. What
is the meaning of the statement that the theory of
“permanent revolution” is something that appertains
to the History of the Party Department? How is this to
be understood? The History of the Party Department is
not only the repository, but also the interpreter of Party
documents. There are documents there that were valid at
one time and later lost their validity. There are also
documents there that were, and still are, of great im-
portance for the Party’s guidance. And there are also
documents there of a purely negative character, of
a negative significance, to which the Party cannot
become reconciled. In which category of documents does
Trotsky include his theory of “permanent revolution”?
In the good or in the bad category? Trotsky said noth-
ing about that in his statement. He wriggled out of
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the question. He avoided it. Consequently, the charge
of revising Leninism still holds good.

Trotsky says further that on the questions settled
by the Thirteenth Congress he has never, either in the
Central Committee, or in the Council of Labour and De-
fence, and certainly not to the country at large, made
any proposals which directly or indirectly raised the ques-
tions already settled. That is not true. What did Trots-
ky say before the Thirteenth Congress? That the cadres
were no good, and that a radical change in the Party lead-
ership was needed. What does he say now, in his Lessons
of October? That the main core of the Party is no good
and must be changed. Such is the conclusion to be drawn
from The Lessons of October. The Lessons of October was
published in substantiation of this conclusion. That was
the purpose of The Lessons of October. Consequently, the
charge of attempting to bring about a radical change in
the Party leadership still holds good.

In view of this, Trotsky’s statement as a whole is
not an explanation in the true sense of the term, but a
collection of diplomatic evasions and a renewal of old
controversies already settled by the Party.

That is not the kind of document the Party demanded
from Trotsky.

Obviously, Trotsky does not understand, and I doubt
whether he will ever understand, that the Party demands
from its former and present leaders not diplomatic eva-
sions, but an honest admission of mistakes. Trotsky, evi-
dently, lacks the courage frankly to admit his mistakes.
He does not understand that the Party’s sense of power
and dignity has grown, that the Party feels that it is
the master and demands that we should bow our heads
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to it when circumstances demand. That is what Trotsky
does not understand.

How did our Party organisations react to Trotsky’s
action? You know that a number of local Party organ-
isations have passed resolutions on this subject. They
have been published in Pravda. They can be divided into
three categories. One category demands Trotsky’s expul-
sion from the Party. Another category demands Trotsky’s
removal from the Revolutionary Military Council and
his expulsion from the Political Bureau. The third cate-
gory, which also includes the last draft resolution sent to
the Central Committee today by the comrades from Mos-
cow, Leningrad, the Urals and the Ukraine, demands
Trotsky’s removal from the Revolutionary Military
Council and his conditional retention in the Political
Bureau.

Such are the three main groups of resolutions on
Trotsky’s action.

The Central Committee and the Central Control
Commission have to choose between these resolutions.

That is all T had to tell you about matters concern-
ing the discussion.

J. Stalin, Trotskyism,
Moscow, 1925



SPEECH DELIVERED
AT THE PLENUM OF THE CENTRAL
COMMITTEE OF THE R.C.P.(B.)

January 19, 1925

I have taken the floor in order strongly to support
Comrade Frunze’s proposal. I think that we must decide
here on three things.

Firstly, we must accept Comrade Frunze’s proposal
concerning additional assignments—5,000,000 rubles;
a total of 405,000,000 rubles.

Secondly, we must pass a resolution endorsing Com-
rade Frunze’s appointment to the post of Chairman of
the Revolutionary Military Council.

Thirdly, we must instruct the Party to render the
new Revolutionary Military Council every assistance in
the way of providing personnel.

I must say that lately, owing to some increase in
the requirements of our economic bodies and to the fact
that economic and cultural requirements are growing
beyond our present means, a certain liquidationist mood
concerning the army has arisen among us. Some of our
comrades say that little by little, keeping the brakes
on, we ought to reduce our army to the level of a
militia. What they have in mind is not the militia
system, but a peace army, the conversion of the army
into a simple militia that cannot be prepared for mili-
tary complications.
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I must declare most emphatically that we must reso-
lutely do away with this liquidationist mood.

Why? Because a radical change in the international
situation has begun lately. New pre-conditions are ma-
turing, which foreshadow new complications for us, and
we must be ready to meet them. The danger of interven-
tion is again becoming real.

What are those facts?

Firstly, the growth of the colonial movement, and
of the liberation movement in general, in the East. In-
dia, China, Egypt, the Sudan are important bases for
imperialism. There, the colonial movement is growing
and will continue to grow. That is bound to turn the rul-
ing strata of the Great Powers against us, against the
Soviets, for they know that the seeds that are falling on
this fertile soil in the East will mature and germi-
nate. They will certainly germinate.

Second fact: complications are maturing in North Af-
rica, in the region of Morocco and Tunisia. That is causing
a new regrouping of forces, new preparations for new mili-
tary complications between the imperialists. The fact
that Spain has suffered defeat in Morocco®; that France
is stretching out her hands to grab Morocco; that Britain
will not tolerate the strengthening of France’s position
in Morocco; that Italy is trying to take advantage of
the new situation to lay her hands on Tunisia and that
the other states will not permit her to do so; the fact
that Britain and France are vying with each other in
their strenuous endeavours to secure influence in the
Balkans, in the new states that were formed as a result
of the disintegration of Austria-Hungary—all this is
reminiscent of the well-known facts in the history of
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the last war, reminiscent of the facts that preceded the
last war. The Albanian events are not accidental’; they are
a manifestation of the struggle between the Great Powers,
each trying to establish its influence on that small area. All
this shows that the preparation and regrouping of forces
is taking place all over Europe in view of the nascent
complications in the Far East and of the new prospects
that are opening in North Africa. All this forms the
pre-conditions for a new war. And a new war is bound
to affect our country.

Third fact: the growth of a revolutionary mood among
the workers in Britain. This is a fact of first-rate impor-
tance. Britain holds a commanding position in Europe.
The incipient split between the General Council of the
Trades Union Congress and the Labour Party, and the
fissures which have begun to develop within the British
Labour Party, go to show that something revolutionary,
something new is developing in Britain. This is alarm-
ing the ruling strata in Britain. And this is bound to turn
them against Soviet Russia, for the key-note of the reviv-
al of the movement in Britain is friendship with Russia.

Fourth fact: in view of the pre-conditions of which
I have spoken, in view of the fact that the pre-condi-
tions for war are maturing and that war may become in-
evitable, not tomorrow or the day after, of course, but in
a few years’ time, and in view of the fact that war is
bound to intensify the internal, revolutionary crisis both
in the East and in the West—in view of this we are bound
to be faced with the question of being prepared for all
contingencies. I think that the forces of the revolution-
ary movement in the West are strong, that they are
growing and will continue to grow, and here or there may
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succeed in kicking out the bourgeoisie. That is so. But
it will be very difficult for them to hold out. That is
clearly shown by the examples of the border countries,
Estonia and Latvia, for instance. The question of our ar-
my, of its might and preparedness, will certainly face us as
a burning question in the event of complications arising
in the countries around us.

That does not mean that in such a situation we must
necessarily undertake active operations against somebody
or other. That is not so. If anybody shows signs of har-
bouring such a notion—he is wrong. Our banner is still
the banner of peace. But if war breaks out we shall not be
able to sit with folded arms. We shall have to take ac-
tion, but we shall be the last to do so. And we shall do so
in order to throw the decisive weight in the scales, the
weight that can turn the scales.

Hence the conclusion: we must be prepared for all
contingencies; we must prepare our army, supply it with
footwear and clothing, train it, improve its technical
equipment, improve chemical defence and aviation, and
in general, raise our Red Army to the proper level. The
international situation makes this imperative for us.

That is why I think that we must resolutely and irrev-
ocably meet the demands of the war department.

Published for the first time



TO RABOCHAYA GAZETA®

Remember, love and study Ilyich, our teacher, our
leader.

Fight and defeat our enemies, home and foreign—
in the way that Ilyich taught us.

Build the new society, the new way of life, the new
culture—in the way that Ilyich taught us.

Never refuse to do the little things, for from little
things are built the big things—that is one of Ilyich’s
important behests.

J. Stalin

Rabochaya Gazeta, No. 17,
January 21, 1925



A LETTER TO COMRADE D—OV

Comrade D—ov,

I am late with my reply, but I had no time to reply
earlier.

1) I think that you read the article’ carelessly, other-
wise you would certainly have found in it the passage
from Ilyich’s article about “the victory of socialism in
one country.”

2) If you read the article carefully you will prob-
ably understand that the point at issue is not complete
victory, but the victory of socialism in general, i.e.,
driving away the landlords and capitalists, taking pow-
er, repelling the attacks of imperialism and beginning
to build a socialist economy. In all this, the proletariat
in one country can be fully successful; but a complete
guarantee against restoration can be ensured only by
the “joint efforts of the proletarians in several countries.”

It would have been foolish to have begun the October
Revolution in Russia with the conviction that the victo-
rious proletariat of Russia, obviously enjoying the sym-
pathy of the proletarians of other countries, but in the
absence of victory in several countries, “cannot hold out in
the face of a conservative Europe.” That is not Marxism,
but the most ordinary opportunism, Trotskyism, and
whatever else you please. If Trotsky’s theory were correct,
Ilyich, who stated that we shall convert NEP Russia into
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socialist Russia, and that we have “all that is necessary
for building a complete socialist society” (see the article
“On Co-operation”®), would be wrong.

3) Evidently, you failed to note that the published
article is part of a “Preface.” Had you noted this, I think
you would have understood that the “Preface” must
be taken as a whole.

4) The most dangerous thing in our political practice
is the attempt to regard the victorious proletarian country
as something passive, capable only of marking time un-
til the moment when assistance comes from the victo-
rious proletarians in other countries. Let us assume
that the Soviet system will exist in Russia for five or
ten years without a revolution taking place in the West;
let us assume that, nevertheless, during that period our
Republic goes on existing as a Soviet Republic, building
a socialist economy under the conditions of NEP*—do
you think that during those five or ten years our country
will merely spend the time in collecting water with a
sieve and not in organising a socialist economy? It is
enough to ask this question to realise how very danger-
ous is the theory that denies the possibility of the
victory of socialism in one country.

But does that mean that this victory will be complete,
final? No, it does not (see my “Preface”), for as long as
capitalist encirclement exists there will always be the
danger of military intervention. Nevertheless, it is obvi-
ous to everyone that it is the victory and not the

* 1 am fully justified in making the second assumption
because the strength of our Republic is growing and will continue
to grow, and the support we are receiving from our Western
Comrades is increasing and will continue to increase.
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defeat of socialism. And there can scarcely be any rea-
son to doubt that at the same time this victory creates
the pre-conditions for the victory of the revolution in
other countries.

I see that some comrades have not yet abandoned the
old Social-Democratic theory that the proletarian revo-
lution cannot be brought about in countries where capi-
talism is less developed than, say, in Britain or America.

5) I advise you to read again some of Ilyich’s articles
in the symposium Against the Stream,’ his pamphlets
The Proletarian Revolution'® and “Left-Wing” Commu-
nism,"" and also his article “On Co-operation.”

With communist greetings,

J. Stalin
January 25, 1925

Published for the first time



“DYMOVKA”

Speech Delivered
at a Meeting of the Organising Bureau
of the Central Committee of the R.C.P.(B.)"’
January 26, 1925

First of all the question of Sosnovsky, although it
is not the central question. He is accused of stating
somewhere in the press that the entire Soviet apparatus,
even the system, is rotten. I have not read such state-
ments, and nobody has indicated where Sosnovsky wrote
this. Had he said anywhere that the Soviet system was
rotten, he would have been a counter-revolutionary.

Here is his book. It says: “Not knowing the
Uk